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460 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

BRIEF MENTION 

OLD TESTAMENT AND SEMITICS 

Driver, S. R. (ed.) The Books of Joel and Amos. Adapted to the text of 

the Revised Version, and with a few supplementary notes by H. C. O. 

Lanchester. [Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges.] Cambridge: 

University Press, 1915. Pp.251. $0.65. 

The first edition of this useful book was prepared on the basis of the Authorized 
Version and published in 1897. The use of the Revised Version has involved little 
change in the notes, because Dr. Driver had used his own translation as the basis of 
the notes in the first edition, and this has been rightly preserved in the new edition. 
The few changes in matter made by Mr. Lanchester are marked by brackets. They 
consist mainly of citations of literature that has appeared since the first edition came 
out, and brief hints of more advanced views on certain literary questions than were 
represented by Dr. Driver. Mr. Lanchester is less cautious and conservative than his 
predecessor. The commentary as it now stands is admirably adapted to present-day 
needs. j. m. P. S. 

Politeyan. Biblical Discoveries in Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia. 

With Foreword by R. B. Girdlestone. London: Elliot-Stock, 1915. 

Pp. x+194. 2s.6d. 

An outstanding need of the traditional school of interpretation is a presentation of 
its point of view, methods, and conclusions from the standpoint of an adequate scholar- 
ship. This volume represents the conservative position as to the Bible with not the 
slightest dilution of modernism. But unfortunately the author's scholarship is not 
all that could be desired. Canon Girdlestone evidently suspected that, when he 
apologized in his Foreword for certain shortcomings on the ground that the author is 
an oriental composite of Greek and Armenian and therefore may not be held to the 
rigid standards of western scholarship. The book is interestingly written and is pro- 
vided with two black-and-white maps and fourteen excellent plates of illustrations. 
But this is not enough to make the work worth while. The selection of materials is 
arbitrary, rather than systematic, and only a small proportion of the available matter 
is presented. Naturally, no complete treatment of so large a subject is to be expected 
within the limits of so small a volume. What is presented is marred by slovenly errors. 
For example, on p. 13, the discovery of the Code of Hammurabi is put in 1891 instead 
of 1901. On p. 32, Delitzsch is said to have "translated the word Sabbath as 'mean- 
ing rest for the heart' "; whereas the latter is really the rendering of the Babylonian 
phrase um nuh libbi and has no relation to the meaning of Sabbath. Sargon of Accad 
is placed at 3800 B.C. instead of ca. 2500 B.C. Hammurabi is likewise misdated on 
p. 55 at 1940 B.C. and on p. 180 at 2140 B.C.; the right date is 2123-2083 B.C. On 
p. 129 and elsewhere we read of the Travels of Mohar, the word evidently being 
considered as a personal name; as a matter of fact it is an official title applicable to a 
class of persons. On p. 136, Shalmaneser III is written instead of Shalmaneser IV, as 
more recent research has revealed. Likewise on p. 143, Tiglath-pileser HI, instead of 
D7, is found. In an attempt to make Genesis agree with science, the old, fanciful 
claim that "day" in the Creation Story means "period" is repeated. Errors in 
proofreading and in the citation of titles of books are too numerous to mention. 

J. M. P. S. 



